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KNOWLEDGE
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Warning them not to speculate about the matter, Jesus
said: “It does not belong to you to get knowledge of the
times or seasons which the Father has placed in his own
jurisdiction.” Jesus knew that his rulership over the earth
was reserved for the future, long after his resurrection
and ascension to heaven. (Acts 1:6-11; Luke 19:11, 12, 15)
The Scriptures had foretold this. How so?

15 Prophetically referring to Jesus as “Lord,” King Da-
vid said: “The utterance of Jehovah to my Lord is: ‘Sit
at my right hand until T place your enemies as a stool
for your feet.”” (Psalm 110:1; compare Acts 2:34-36.) This
prophecy indicates that Jesus’ rulership would not be-
gin immediately after his ascension to heaven. Rather, he
would wait at God’s right hand. (Hebrews 10:12, 13) How
long would this waiting go on? When would his rulership
begin? The Bible helps us to find the answers.

16 The only city in all the earth upon which Jehovah
placed his name was Jerusalem. (1 Kings 11:36) It was also
the capital of a God-approved earthly kingdom typical of
God’s heavenly Kingdom. Therefore, the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Babylonians in 607 B.C.E. was very sig-
nificant. This event marked the beginning of a lengthy in-
terruption of God’s direct rule over his people on earth.
Some six centuries later, Jesus indicated that this period
of interrupted rule was still in effect, for he said: “Jerusa-
lem will be trampled on by the nations, until the appoint-
ed times of the nations are fulfilled.”—Luke 21:24.

17 During “the appointed times of the nations,” worldly
governments would be allowed to interrupt rulership ap-

15. How does Psalm 110:1 shed light on the timing of Jesus’ ruler-
ship?

16. What happened in 607 B.C.E., and how was this related to
God’s Kingdom?

17. (a) What are “the appointed times of the nations,” and how
long were they to last? (b) When did “the appointed times of the
nations” begin and end?

proved by God. That period began with the destruction
of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E., and Daniel indicated that it
would go on for “seven times.” (Daniel 4:23-25) How long
is that? The Bible shows that three and a half “times”
equal 1,260 days. (Revelation 12:6, 14) Twice that period,
or seven times, would be 2,520 days. But nothing note-
worthy happened at the end of that short period of time.
By applying “a day for a year” to Daniel’s prophecy and
counting 2,520 years from 607 B.C.E., however, we arrive
at the year 1914 C.E—Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6.

18 Did Jesus begin to reign in heaven at that time? Scrip-
tural reasons for saying that he did will be discussed in
the next chapter. Of course, the beginning of Jesus’ rule
would not be marked by immediate peace on the earth.
Revelation 12:7-12 shows that just after receiving the
Kingdom, Jesus would oust Satan and the demon angels
from heaven. This would mean woe for the earth, but it is
heartening to read that the Devil has only “a short period
of time” left. Soon, we will be able to rejoice not only be-
cause God’s Kingdom rules but also because it will bring
blessings to the earth and obedient mankind. (Psalm 72:
7, 8) How do we know that this will happen soon?

18. What did Jesus do shortly after receiving Kingdom power, and
how did this affect the earth?

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

What is God’s Kingdom, and from where does it rule?

Who rules in the Kingdom, and who are its subjects? '
How has Jehovah assured us that his
Kingdom is a reality?

‘When did “the appointed times of the

! nations” begin and end?




